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Jeffco Public Schools and the Action Center Announce New Collaborative Project 
Eleven Schools, Thousands of Children and Families Fed, Hundreds of Partners Contributing 

 

Lakewood, CO – The Action Center is bringing food and resources to Jeffco Public Schools children and families 

at summer food distribution school sites. Through the leadership of Jeffco Public Schools, eleven school sites 

across Jeffco are offering prepared “Grab and Go” meals to children in need of this support. As a member of the 

Jefferson County Integrated Food Task Force, The Action Center is serving 700 households every week - 

distributing additional food at six of the district Grab and Go school sites over the summer of 2020.   

 

The Jefferson County Integrated Food Task Force which was formed to support our most vulnerable populations 

who were immediately and adversely impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, includes food pantries, nonprofit 

organizations, government partners, elected officials, and many others. The Coalition is providing essential 

supports to our Jeffco community. An outcome of this partnership, enabled through district and Jeffco Schools 

Foundation leadership, is a summer 2020 schedule of supports for Jeffco children and families via the eleven 

district Grab and Go school sites. This ensures that families needing support receive a variety of resources each 

visit, reducing their need to spend precious financial resources and increase risk of exposure to COVID-19 in 

securing food and essentials.  

 

“Even in the summer months, we are here for our children and families. This is an unprecedented time with 

uncertainty in many regards” shared Dr. Jason Glass, Superintendent and Chief Learner, Jeffco Public Schools. 

“In partnership and with support from our County Commissioners, the Jeffco Schools Foundation, and so many 

wonderful community partners, our District is providing meals to our children over the summer at eleven school 

sites three times a week. We are proud to be joined by many community partners who are providing resources to 

our families at our school sites, offering additional produce and groceries and essentials. This is a true community 

effort and this is Jeffco.”  

 

Recently, as part of the CARES Act, the USDA implemented the Coronavirus Food Assistance Program (CFAP), 

dedicating over $3 billion to help those who have been significantly impacted by COVID-19. Thanks to the Action 

Center’s partnership with Food Bank of the Rockies, the Action Center has been designated as a recipient to 

receive food from this USDA program to re-distribute boxes filled with fresh produce to Jeffco children and 

families. 

 

“It is incredibly gratifying to be able to partner with Food Bank of the Rockies, Jeffco Public Schools, and the 

Jeffco Schools Foundation to be able to supplement the summer feeding program for kids and offer the beautiful 

USDA  fresh produce, meats and dairy to families in Jefferson County,” said Action Center Executive Director, 

Pam Brier.  “We hope this partnership continues well into the next school year as families try to regain firm footing 

and meet the nutritional and health needs of their kids.”   

 

“Jeffco Commissioners are proud to allocate CARES Act dollars to help provide healthy meals to Jeffco children 

and families in need,” said Lesley Dahlkemper, Jeffco Commissioner and Board Chair. “While the COVID-19 

pandemic has affected our community in significant ways, it has also brought us together in common cause to 

ensure children and families have access to nutritious food during this challenging time.”    
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### 

About The Action Center 

The Action Center is a human-service non-profit organization located in Lakewood, CO serving those that face 
hardship or are experiencing homelessness in Jefferson County. The organization strengthens the fabric of its 
community by meeting needs in a compassionate way that connects those in need to resources, such as food 
and clothing and promotes pathways to lasting change.  The organization offers the single-most comprehensive 
range of services in Jefferson County. You can learn about the organization’s services, ways to get involved, or 
make a donation at www.theactioncenter.org. 
 

About Jeffco Public Schools 

Jeffco Public Schools has been providing educational excellence for 70 years. The district serves over 84,000 children 

at 155 schools. Jeffco Public Schools is dedicated to changing the classroom experience through Readiness for 

Learning, Conditions for Learning, and Learning as outlined in the Jeffco Strategic Plan.  

 

About Jeffco Schools Foundation 

Founded in 1983, Jeffco Schools Foundation is one of the oldest school foundations, beginning a movement among 

other school districts to create or reignite community support for public education where public education funding falls 

short. Jeffco Schools Foundation is a nonprofit organization registered in compliance with the Colorado Secretary of 

State. The organization has a strong and supportive relationship with the District, its leadership, and with school 

leadership.  

 

Jeffco Schools Foundation has a mission to connect the community to Jeffco classroom needs, and bring resources and 

partnerships to bridge gaps facing the district, schools, teachers and children. The Jeffco Schools Foundation vision 

states all Jeffco children have a valuable and meaningful learning experience which prepares and inspires them for a 

successful future. 

 

About Jefferson County Integrated Food Task Force  

The Jefferson County Integrated Food Task Force launched in early March 2020 when Jeffco food pantries, government 

agencies, businesses and schools took quick action to address food insecurity of Jeffco residents in response to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 40+ partners meet each week to address the ongoing food insecurity concerns and challenges in 

Jefferson County. As these partnerships have developed, new resources have been offered to the public, including 

informational PSAs that help Jeffco residents connect with the resources they need.  

“Food for everyone” – https://youtu.be/_rD6FXwrPco 

“Comidas para todos” – https://youtu.be/5hEcBuFS8sU 
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